The Finnish delegation also raises the question of reduc-
ing reparations. I must say that in the matter of reparations
the Soviet Union has met Finland's wishes to Ihe utmost,
Everything has been done to implement the decision on
reparations in such a way as to promote the restoration and
further progress of Finnish industry, and so that the time
limits and nature of the economic terms should be as accept-
able a's possible to Finland. And we achieved corresponding
agreement.
Moreover, one should not forget that of all the five
former allies of Germany, Finland was the only country
which was not subjected lo occupation by foreign troops.
Of course, the Soviet Union had enough force's to occupy
Finland after the defeat of her fascist regime. It could have
brought its troops into Finland and acted in the manner
natural to a victor. But though we had all the material pre-
requisites for this, military and otherwise, a's well as every
political and moral justification, Finland was spared occupa-
tion by foreign troops. Thereby she wa's also spared the
big costs inevitable under a regime of occupation.
It is clear from this that the Soviet Government took
full consideration of the,position of this 'small country, in
spite of the grave crimes she had committed during the war.
Since Finland has expelled Hitler's flunkeys from her gov-
ernment and taken a democratic path, the Soviet Union
has tried in every way to lighten her obligations. The Soviet
Union refrained from occupying Finland and spared this
small country heavy occupation expenses, which consider-
ably lightened the burden of reparations which were
established for Finland and which she has been honestly
fulfilling.
Guided by the desire to pur'sue a policy of goodwill to-
wards a democratic Finland, and realizing that old tsarist
Russia had committed, many a sin against little Finland, the
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